
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 The Roberto Ocasio Foundation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The 2017 Roberto Ocasio Latin Jazz Camp 

Your Project Summary: The project is an annual 5-6 day serious and intense resident camp for music 

students from diverse cultural & economic backgrounds (grades 8-12, all instruments) to learn the 

fundamentals of Latin-American rhythms, history, & their relationship to jazz & all music. There is minimal 

$650 tuition, payment options, and assistance for qualifying low-income students w/ basic music skills. 

The Camp is set on a college campus to encourage goals of college and other higher learning. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Latin Jazz Camp experience offers public benefit to youth by teaching the fundamentals of 

Latin-American rhythms, history, & their relationship to other music styles. The proposal claims the 

students represent diverse cultural & economic backgrounds, however how does the organization truly 

serve that population with the current tuition rate (even with scholarships)? The applicant should have 

provided more information about the how the camp faculty (excluding Bobby Sanabria) is qualified to 

work with this population. The budget was clear and the organization shows capacity for measuring 

progress and evaluating the program for improvement. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat meets the funding criteria. For public benefit, the spirit behind 

providing Latin Jazz learning opportunities for students is terrific; the scope is limited as it relates to the 

goal of having 5 scholarships; the $650 tuition for a one-week camp probably is a big barrier for many 

families. There is clear cultural and artistic vibrancy through the qualified instructors retained. While I 

believe there is organizational capacity to carry out the project, I suggest more closely aligning the goal (5 

scholarships @ $650 = $3,250) with the budget and CAC ask - it would be great to see more scholarships 

with specific matching funds for that goal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: There is clear public benefit, not only for Cleveland but for Northeast Ohio (and even the 

United States). This is a rare treat for the region. I did feel like the applicant was leaning on the argument 

that they have been funded in the past and have been doing this for over a decade as a prominent reason 

to be funded again. I would caution the applicant of getting too comfortable. Every proposal is an 

opportunity to educate the reader on something new or different that wasn't included in the past. How is 

this evolving, not staying stagnant? Artistic merit is extremely high. Kudos to the applicant for 

incorporating national-caliber musicians, including NEA Jazz Masters! I question the applicant's desire to 

separate the $20K organizational budget from the project budget. Budget refers to the organization's 

expected expenses, which includes all management, fundraising, and program expenses. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. While the project itself is engaging, it is hard 

to make a stronger recommendation with such a small number of individuals affected by the project in 

such a specific way. The camp is clearly valued and supported and the organization clearly has the ability 

to secure high quality artistic professionals. Acknowledging that the school system is lacking in musical 

instruction, it is not clear how this is the most viable solution for filling that gap. The budget was clear and 

reasonable and sufficient detail was provided to further demonstrate the organization's capacity to plan 

and execute a successful project. I would have liked to have integration of long term measures beyond 

return participation in additional to specifics around return participation, i.e. how many students are 

coming back and how many are returning as staff. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  Clearly this summer camp provides public benefit 

for the students who are involved, and the activities are designed with knowledge of that community.  

The camp is artistic and culturally vibrant as demonstrated by the qualified arts/culture professionals 

involved and how it inspires the students to think creatively/differently including exposing them to life on 

college campus.  Organizational capacity is demonstrated, because the goals seem clear and appropriately 

measured using both Qualtrix and focus groups.  Similarly the budget seems reasonable, but it's confusing 

that the organizational budget is smaller than the project budget for the camp.  I think the camp budget 

should be added to the overall organizational budget to make this clearer. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the Roberto Ocasio Latin Jazz Camp meets the funding criteria. The camp brings together 

a group of students (grades 8-12) to participate in an intensive week of camp to learn about Latin Jazz. 

The students also perform for the public and engage in the community through field trips. The 

organization uses its relationships with schools, churches, and community organizations to recruit 

students for the camp and reach out to the public for events. It is an exciting opportunity for students and 

the public to be exposed to Latin Jazz! I really appreciated the organization's specific and measurable goal 

of including 5 Cleveland Public School students in camp this year, but I would be interested to hear more 

about how they collect feedback and improve the program each year (both for students and teaching 

artists). The budget is clear and their matching plan makes sense - I feel confident in the organization's 

ability to complete the project. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


